Waikato Tainui is preparing to host one
of the most significant celebrations in
Tainui's tribal calendar — Koroneihana;
the Coronation of the Maaori King, Kiingi
Tuheitia.

The celebrations every August at

Turangawaewae Marae in Ngaruawahia
commemorate Tuheitia’s Coronation as
the leader of the King Movement, which
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One of the greatest challenges of our time is
to preserve the natural wealth we have in our
environment while advancing economic development

to improve our way of life.

On the face of it, the Waikato district presents a picturesque
environment where traffic congestion and urban sprawl aren’t
part of our vocabulary. However, the effects of industry, pollution
from farming and population on the environment exist and can be
sight unseen until we have issues.

Managing these issues before the damage is done is an ideal
concept where cause and effect are controlled. Under

the District Plan we have a framework for the sustainable
management of natural and physical resources which enables
us to manage the effects of land use on the environment. But
there are factors out of our control we can't plan for - faulty
infrastructure, uncontrolled pollutants and human behaviour all
contribute at various levels.

As your council, we are responsible for some of the more
unglamorous aspects of the district. We take care of refuse and
recycling, wastewater and stormwater generated by urban living
and development. This includes the development of effective
systems to remove the waste we generate by simply living here.

A project to upgrade the properties in Raglan's Whaanga Coast

area from septic tank systems to connection to the town’s

wastewater treatment plant is a contentious issue. On one hand

we all want to protect the coast from the leaching waste from

failing septic systems. On the other, the user pays issue is a hard

pill to swallow for homeowners who are potentially faced with
contributing to the upgrade.

The last thing this council wants is to put

homeowners out of their properties. We're

working to find a solution to resolve the

problem. Part of this solution is a cleaner
environment where waste is managed and
treated effectively.

Meeting the challenges environmental
issues present requires strong leadership
from local and regional authorities.

The input of industry, community
organisations and individuals also
matters. VWe have been assigned a
responsibility to this district and it is a
shared one.

i _/f'-"""

Al A

Allan Sanson
Waikato District Mayor

- LINK

Community has say
on wastewater proposal

Spirited debate and constructive feedback has greeted a proposal for
a wastewater reticulation project on the Whaanga Coast.

Around |20 residents on the VWhaanga Coast have provided valuable
input into the proposal which would connect |20 properties in the
urban living zone on the Whaanga Coast to a reticulation system to
dispose of wastewater.

Cr Clint Baddeley was extremely pleased with the turnout at an
open day held to discuss and evaluate the proposed project, and the
obvious desire to protect the environment.

Waikato District Council general manager water & facilities, Richard
Bax said that there is clearly strong support for a wastewater disposal
system.

Feedback on the day, and
subsequently, has helped the
We will continue to council further understand the areas
communicate directly of support and concern, helping

with ratepayers in provide an accurate perception of

the area. the community’s views.

Richard Bax “It was clear residents are
concerned about the health of
their environment and harbour

and want to see a solution to address the issues. We also recognise
that people are concerned at the costs put forward and we will be
focusing on this as a priority to decide on the best course of action.”

One immediate result from the feedback is a proposed open day
being postponed so that the council could re-evaluate and carry out
further work on possible options.

“We will continue to communicate directly with ratepayers in the
area, so that they are kept up to date, and we will also continue
to seek feedback and input from them. This is an important issue
for Whaanga Coast and so it's vital we have the benefit of all
viewpoints,” Mr Bax said.




When thinking of New Zealand’s wine growing regions, Gisborne, Hawkes

Bay, Marlborough, Central Otago, and Matakana are some that come to mind.

Lesser known for its wine-making is Te Kauwhata,
more commonly associated with rolling farmland, dairy
and agriculture. However a century ago Te Kauwhata
was the site of award-winning wines and on the map
for viticulture — the study or science of grapes and

their culture.

Although wine making is no longer part of Te
Kauwhata's commercial profile, the town's early
viticultural roots date back to 1902 when [talian
viticutturalist Romeo Alessandro Bragato was offered
the newly created post of viticulturist and head of the
viticultural division of the Te Kauwhata Viticultural

Research Station.

A visionary and pioneer in his field, Bragato played
a significant role in the early development of New

Zealand's wine industry.

In 1906, Bragato published ‘Viticulture in New
Zealand'. His work identified the varieties to plant,
disease-resistant rootstocks for grafting, the regions
in which to plant vines, the varieties suitable to

each region, vineyard layout, pruning methods and

much more. The first wines from Te Kauwhata were
produced in 1903 and in 1908 five wines from the Te
Kauwhata Experimental Station won gold medals at

the Franco-British wine exhibition.

However, Bragato's report was shelved, and with
waning official support he returned home to ltaly

disillusioned and frustrated, and died in 1913.

In 1965 the Te Kauwhata Viticultural Research Station
came under the control of Ruakura and closed in

1992. Reportedly around 20 years ago there were up
to 40 vineyards in Te Kauwhata, many of which were

harvested for commercial wine making.

With the re-discovery of Bragato's report in the 1970s
many of his recommendations now form the basis

of modern New Zealand viticulture practices. The
Romeo Bragato Conference, Bragato Address, and
Bragato Wine Awards are a salute to his vision. This
year the Bragato Conference 201 |, which incorporates
the Bragato Wine Awards recognising viticultural
excellence, is being held on Ellerslie Event Centre on

the 25-27 August 201 .

www.waikatodistrict.govt.nz




Not ‘the end of the line’ yet
™ 4@VVL(FOJMV\C’C(0V\

It’s been many years since the
whistle of a steam train on official
duty sounded between Rotowaro
and Glen Afton, but thanks to a
dedicated team of members and
volunteers it isn’t the end of the
line for Pukemiro Junction yet.

Visitors to Pukemiro Junction can still
relive the days when steam ruled the
railways, with a working steam railway
established on the former Rotowaro to
Glen Afton railway 12 kms west of Huntly.

Pukemiro Junction is the home of steam
locomotives once used in the timber

20 December 1915

Huntly to Pukemiro Line opened
(Pukemiro Junction was the ‘end of the fine’)

and coal industries, as well as vintage
engines, steam equipment, bush railways
(bush tramways) and machinery — all
decommissioned years ago but saved from
a fate as scrap metal, and preserved by
members of the Bush Tramway Club Inc
for generations to enjoy.

The club was formed in 1965 and acquired
a variety of ‘weird and wonderful’ gear-
driven steam locomotives built especially
for hauling large loads up steep grades

at slow speeds.The club’s collection has
continued to grow and now includes small
diesel locomotives used on private and
New Zealand Railways.

1965 November 1971
Bush Tramway Club formed
(HQ initially at MOTAT

Glen Afton Coalmine closed

however MOTAT had space limitations
so eventually the club needed to relocate)

Members volunteer their time restoring
and maintaining carriages, steam engines,
the diesel locomotive and the track, and
are vital to the club. The members are
from all walks of life and a variety of ages —
the two youngest being 7. As a bonus, the
members also learn how to drive a steam
train.

To enquire about becoming a member of
the Bush Tramway Club Inc. or about public
open days, contact 07 828 4851 or email
secretary@bushtramwayclub.com

1974

Bush Tramway Club
acquires the closed Rotowaro
- Glen Afton section of the NZ Railways
Glen Afton Branch Line

14 June 1924
Line extended to Glen Afton

- LINK

1967

Pukemiro Coalmine closed

March 1973
The line from Rotowaro
to Glen Afton was closed

Mid 2002
Purchase of the greater part
of rail corridor land completed




New Zealand is a water-locked island
nation with many New Zealand towns
built on or near the ocean, a river
crossing, stream or waterway. Danger
from flooding is, therefore, common.

K h d Floods are New Zealand’s number one
n OW W at to O hazard in terms of frequency, losses

and declared civil defence emergencies.
Floods can cause injury and loss of life,
damage to property and infrastructure,

loss of stock, and contamination of water

and land.

Floods are usually caused by continuous heavy rain or thunderstorms but can also result from tsunami and
coastal storm inundation.

}1 Pre-flood precautions include: }1 During a flood

Get to the nearest high ground if possible.

Do not go into floodwaters alone.

Do not go sightseeing through flooded areas.

Do not drink floodwater; it could be contaminated
and bad for your health.

B Ensure you have a battery run radio. u

B Know how to reach the nearest high ground.

B Know how to turn off electricity and gas supplies at
the mains.

B Keep a survival kit always ready.

B Prepare a getaway bag for each member of your
household, including pets. Include important
documents in this bag.

B Keep the insurance cover on your home and its
contents up-to-date.

}1 After a flood

B [t may take time to get everything back to normal
after an emergency. Contact your doctor if you
are unwell.

B Let the council know of any conditions that could
be dangerous or could encourage the spread of

In the event of a flood, listen to your radio or access another mobile
device for information, and follow official civil defence advice and

instructions.

diseases.

If floodwaters get close to your home, disconnect electrical

appliances and turn the electricity and gas off at the mains. If you
have time move valuables, clothing, food, medicines and chemicals
above the likely reach of floodwater. If you have to leave your home,

take your getaway kit with you.

Planning for
the long term

This process happens every three years,
where the 10-year plan is reviewed so
that it still reflects what our residents

want for their communities.

The 2012 - 2022 plan is also the first [0-year
plan for our extended district encompassing
part of Franklin and its communities following
last year's local government reorganisation in
Auckland.

Developing the plan is about balance -
between the council’s strategic direction for

emergencies an

For important information on flooding and other civil defence

d preparedness, check out www.getthru.govt.nz,

www.waikatoregioncdemg.govt.nz, and www.waikatodistrict.

govt.nz/civildefence for more information.

Thinking and planning for the long term is essential for any

organisation and local government is no exception. Next year Waikato

District Council will be

the district; the wide-ranging requirements
our different and unique communities have
identified for their areas; and the important
question of affordability.

During the past three years we have consulted
widely on things like community outcomes,
community plans, structure plans, bylaws, and
key projects in the district and we understand
what individual communities want for their
areas. All of that feedback will be taken into

consideration.

consulting on our Long Term Plan (10-year

plan) and we’re thinking about what’s going to go into that plan now.

But there will be other issues we would like
your input on, so later this year we will be
asking for your opinions about those issues.
Your ideas will be taken into account as the
draft is developed for formal consultation next

year.

The council is looking forward to hearing your
perspective about your priorities for Waikato
district's future development. So, you will be
hearing more about the draft plan as work on

it continues during the next few months.

www.waikatodistrict.govt.nz
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The New Zealand Transport Agency

is producing a DVD to show the
background and collaboration involved
in a project which started with initial
discussions in 1993 and has grown
into one of the most significant joint
ventures with iwi undertaken by the
NZ Transport Agency (NZTA).

The not-for-profit DVD will profile the
archaeological dig at the construction site

of the Rangiriri section of the Waikato
expressway, which has uncovered the historic
pa and site of the 1863 battle of Rangiriri.

The NZTA is project managing and
constructing the expressway which is
earmarked for completion by 2019.

Under the guidance of site archaeologist
Warren Gumbley, the dig has unearthed
several significant artefacts from a piece of
Waikato-Tainui history.

Discussions started in the early 1990s and the
expressway was designated in the District Plan
in 2000. With the designation in place, design
of the expressway began in 2007 following

Our aim is to come up with a
project that meets everyone’s

expectations.

NZTA project management services manager
Bryce Carter

Visitors from Waikato District Council learn about the archaeological dig
and an important piece of history from site archaeologist Warren Gumbley.

establishment of protocols for dealing with
cultural matters. During this phase there has
been extensive consultation with the council,
community, the Historic Places Trust, and
particularly Waikato-Tainui.

“Our aim is to come up with a project that
meets everyone's expectations,” said NZTA
project management services manager Bryce
Carter.

“We wanted the best alignment for integrating

cultural and historic perspectives, ensuring the
historic site was treated appropriately. There
is a huge amount of history on that site. It was
the site of one of the defining moments in
the development of the Waikato region and a
significant part of New Zealand’s history.”

“When you bring it forward to a modern
context and recognise the many years of

history, we made a call that there had to be
an inclusive approach to the project, and to
get the foundations of the project sorted with
Waikato-Tainui before pushing on with the
engineering side. The most important thing
was to forge those relationships, so that when
we get to the end of the project we can look
back on the experience as being a positive
one, and take forward a positive relationship.”

Now that the archaeological dig is nearing its
final stages, NZTA wants to ensure they keep
a good record of the process.

“We do a lot of things like this but we hadn't
always recorded them so we're putting
together a DVD to record our work around
the dig itself, and also to show the process of
working co-operatively with Waikato-Tainui
in particular around the effect on the historic
site.”

Drop box
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Customers of Waikato

District Council now have the
convenience of dropping off their
payments, letters and forms to
council both during and outside of

council’s normal opening hours.

New ‘drop boxes’ have been
erected outside the customer
services areas of the council
offices at Ngaruawahia and Tuakau.

“A number of our customers
have told us that it is not always
possible to bring their forms,
payments and letters in during
opening hours, particularly if they
live or work outside of the main
business areas,” says Waikato
District Council general manager
stakeholder relations, Jo Ireland.

“We also have many customers

including

elderly people, —
busy workers,

and parents of very young
children who prefer not to
have to come right inside to be
served at the counter. These
drop boxes give everyone
another option to make sure
their paperwork reaches us in

good time.”

The council will see
how well utilised
the drop boxes are
before deciding

whether to extend
the service to other
council offices in
the district.




After many vears and a lot of
enthusiastic fund-raising, Raglan
will soon have a bright new
museum and information centre.

soon a reality

__A piece of paradise
at Lake Hakanoa

The wilderness of Lake Hakanoa at Huntly is one of the Waikato district’s
most popular attractions, and made possible for all ages to enjoy by the

transformation of the lake surround into a stunning walkway.

The joint venture project to construct the
walkway was supported by council along
with key funders, and enhanced by the
dedication of residents including the Friends
of Lake Hakanoa Walkway.

Completed in 2000, the walkway is divided
into zones, each with its own separate

and different identity. The zones include
the Walkway Entrance, Huntly College
Native Tree Reserve, Seibu Bunri Gardens
— Japanese Garden, McMillan Walk, WEL
Energy Trust Global Gardens, Environment
Waikato Wildlife Gardens, Palm Beach,
Contemporary Maaori Garden, The Green
Cathedral, Ponga Grove and The Huntly
Domain.

heritage in a whole new light.

Cr Clint Baddeley, who has been
involved with the project for around
seven years, said he’s keen to see the
new museum and information centre
finally open.

“It has been a long and arduous
process but it’s worth it to see what
will be an enormously valuable facility
for Raglan come to fruition.

“There’s been a lot of support from
around the region to fund this,
which has been recognition of the
importance this museum has for
Raglan’s tourism industry.”

The opening of the track was celebrated in
2000, and in 2003 one zone of the walkway
was formally opened; the McMillan Walk. In
2004 the Green Cathedral was established
and also opened. On February 25 2006 the
Lake Hakanoa Walkway in its entirety was
officially opened by Professor David Bellamy,
the most well-known botanist in the world.

The entrance to the walkway is at the end
of Park Avenue in Huntly Domain. An easy
45 minute walk around the entire 3.62kms
of Lake Hakanoa, the walkway is suitable

for all ages and is wheelchair accessible. For
further information contact Huntly i-Site:
|56 Great South Road Huntly, 07 828 6406.

The project, which began with the demolition of the old building

in November 2010, has been going apace and is due to be opened

in September.The shell has been completed and fit-out started to
ensure that Raglan residents and visitors alike will be able to view their

The unique nature of Raglan, such
as being the home of surfing in New
Zealand, will be reflected in the
exhibits that will be on display.

“Raglan has a rich history and this
new museum provides us with the
opportunity to sell Raglan as the
tourism destination it is,” Cr Baddeley
said.

The information centre is included in
the facility and is a perfect complement
to the museum, with new technology
to bring it right up to date to provide

the services tourists expect.

www.waikatodistrict.govt.nz




What's
happening

P> Raglan Artists Open Studio Weekend

Make your way around Raglan Artists Studios and enjoy the
work of 30 artists.

When: [7-18 September 201 I, 10am to 4pm
Where: Old School Arts Centre

07 825 0023
info@raglanartscentre.co.nz

P Te Kauwhata Primary School Centenary

Past pupils and staff, and also those of the former Te Kauwhata
District High School,VWhangamarino, Waikare and Island Block
Schools, are cordially invited to attend.

Download a registration form from www.tkp.school.nz

When: 28-30 October 201 |

Where: Write to Reunion Convenor, PO Box 45,
Te Kauwhata 374

Info: 07 826 3564
reunion@tkp.school.nz

P Raglan Creative Market

Local kai and arts from Whaingaroa. Raglan’s market is a
vibrant gathering of artistic creations. Local art and New
Zealand-hand made treasures from designer hand bags,
conscious clothing, hand printed kids shirts, local jewellery,
painting, plus organic fresh produce as well as yummy foods.

Every second Sunday each month of the year, wet or shine.
Free admission, and suitable for all ages.

When: Sunday || September [0am to 2pm
Where: Old School Arts Centre, | | Stewart St, Raglan

Info: 07 826 3564
reunion@tkp.school.nz

(ot an event coming {Atﬂ?

Ngaruawahia Office Tuakau Office

(Head Office) 2 Dominion Road
I'5 Galileo Street Tuakau Huntly
Ngaruawahia Ph: 0800 492 452

Ph: 07 824 8633

&

Printed on 100% 0800 492 452 = www.waikatodistrict.govt.nz

recycled paper

July) book, arnesty update

Huntly Office
[42 Main Street

Ph: 07 828 7551

jmst BRIEFLY

Ngaruawahia tumns 150 years old in 2013. The community board has
established a committee and is holding meetings to brainstorm ideas
for the |150-year anniversary celebration.

Anyone who is interested in assisting with the planning for this event
is welcome to attend. For further information contact Marae Tukere,
027 217 9189.

Flush water from your Arinking taps

Some plumbing fittings have the potential to allow minute traces of
metals to accumulate in water standing in the fittings for several hours.

Although the health risk is small, the Ministry of Health recommends
that you flush a mugful of water from your drinking-water tap each
morning before use to remove any metals that may have dissolved
from the plumbing fittings.

We are recommending this simple precaution for all households,
including those on public and private water supplies.

Refuse collection

Rubbish bags need to be at collection points by 8am on collection
days. The contractor is not always in the same area at the same
time each week and may come earlier than normal, so putting
your bags out before the 8am collection start time will ensure your
refuse gets taken away.

Water Weters

If you have a water meter remember to read it on a regular basis.
By reading your water meter regularly you will be able to notice
discrepancies. Higher than usual water usage could indicate a water
leak that needs to be fixed - before you receive a big bill from
council.

Thirty two items including four valuable books from =
the Maaori collection were returned to Waikato
district libraries during July's ‘lost book Amnesty’.

Waikato District Council general manager
stakeholder relations, Jo Ireland, said she is
encouraged by the response although there is still an estimated
$14,000 worth of books and items that are missing in action.

“What we are most pleased about is that those library users who
returned their books have had their library records completely cleared
and so now have full access again to the district libraries.”

If you'd like an event to be listed in the next issue of Link or on Council’s website, www.waikatodistrict.govt.nz, email maria.low@waidc.govt.nz.

Raglan Office Postal Address

7 Bow Street Waikato District Council
Raglan Private Bag 544

Ph: 07 825 8129 Ngaruawahia 3742
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